Annotated Bibliographies
Definition:
A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.). 

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. Depending on your project or the assignment, your annotations may do one or more of the following:


Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the source. What are the main 
arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If 
someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? The length of your 
annotations will determine how detailed your summary is. 


Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to evaluate it. Is it a useful source? 
How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information 
reliable? Is it this source biased or objective? What is the goal of the source? 


Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into 
your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your 
argument? How can you use this source in your research project?
Purpose:
The annotated bibliography both describes and evaluates. Its purpose is:

· To illustrate the scope and quality of one's own research

· To review the literature published on a particular topic

· To provide the reader/researcher with supplementary, illustrative or alternative sources

· To allow the reader to see if a particular source was consulted

· To provide examples of the type of resources available on a given topic

· To place original research in a historical context

Some language for talking about texts and arguments:

It is sometimes challenging to find the vocabulary in which to summarize and discuss a text. Here is a list of some verbs for referring to texts and ideas that you might find useful:

	account for
	clarify
	describe
	exemplify
	indicate
	question

	analyze
	compare
	depict
	exhibit
	investigate
	recognize

	argue
	conclude
	determine
	explain
	judge
	reflect

	assess
	criticize
	distinguish
	frame
	justify
	refer to

	assert
	defend
	evaluate
	identify
	narrate
	report

	assume
	define
	emphasize
	illustrate
	persuade
	review

	claim
	demonstrate
	examine
	imply
	propose
	suggest


	The evidence indicates that . . .
	The article assesses the effect of . . .

	The author identifies three reasons for . . .
	The article questions the view that . . .


ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: Samples
Goldschneider, F. K., Waite, L. J., & Witsberger, C. (1986). Nonfamily living and 
the erosion of traditional family orientations among young adults. American Sociological Review, 51, 541-554.
The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that non-family living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result of non-family living.

London, Herbert. "Five Myths of the Television Age." Television Quarterly 10 (1) Spring 
1982: 
81-89. 

Herbert London, the Dean of Journalism at New York University and author of several books and articles, explains how television contradicts five commonly believed ideas. He uses specific examples of events seen on television, such as the assassination of John Kennedy, to illustrate his points. His examples have been selected to contradict such truisms as: "seeing is believing"; "a picture is worth a thousand words"; and "satisfaction is its own reward." London uses logical arguments to support his ideas which are his personal opinion. He doesn't refer to any previous works on the topic; however, for a different point of view, one should refer to Joseph Patterson's, "Television is Truth" (The Journal of Television 45 (6) November/December 1995: 120-135). London's style and vocabulary would make the article of interest to any reader. The article clearly illustrates London's points, but does not explore their implications, leaving the reader with many unanswered questions.
Coates, Jennifer. Men, Women, and Language: A Sociolinguistic Account of Gender 
Differences in Language (2nd ed.). New York: Longman, 1993. 
Coates argues that there is a strong interplay between language and social structure. The author states that society has preconceived notions about gender and language. For example, women are not as literate as men, they talk more and say less (silence is the ideal because it is synonymous with obedience). Coates cites the “Androcentric Rule”—men’s language is the norm, women’s the deviance. Coates hopes to show readers that language, dominated by males, plays a key role in continued inequality between the sexes.
